


No, we should stand up for what we believe is right,
even be willing to die for it, if it's a crucial Biblical
truth and something that will obviously benefit oth-
ers.

But it's even more important to be humble, to be
honest enough to see yourself as always needing to
repent, to change, to grow, and to the learn

the new things God is waiting to teach you. In other
words, you and I must be child-like, not childish. In
Matthew 18, Jesus said: "Whoever becomes humble
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven."

This is not a one-time conversion, but an ongoing
challenge. The sainted Dr. Martin Luther, in his
Small Catechism, said that we are living our Bap-
tism when we daily "drown our old Adam", try to
slough off our old sinful self and rise forgiven each
new morning, clothed in the righteousness of Christ
and eager for the new experiences and changes God
has in mind for us.

The enemies of such daily renewal are recalcitrance,
arrogance, self-righteousness and self-hate. When
we give these up and try to put them behind us, we
are preparing the way for Christ. We are clearing
the roadway for God's Spirit to enter us and control
us. And we are moving from mental illness toward
mental health.

Charuty of the Month for January 2007
All Saints Lutheran Church is a mission congrega-
tion in the rapidly growing Kelowna area. The BC
Synod has authorized a special appeal of $50,000 to
help All Saints "embark on the next leg" of its devel-
opment, to "nurture All Saints into independence and
enable the congregation to pursue its vision of build-
ing a quality community where all can experience
the welcoming presence of God."

If you would like to contribute to the "Celebrate All
Saints Campaign" please indicate the amount on the
"Charity of the Month" line of your envelopes.
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Special Congregational Meeting
January 14, 2007

Please note that the Church Council has called
a special congregational meeting for Sunday,
January 14, to be held between the 9:30 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m. services. The meeting has been
called in order to elect our delegate to the Na-
tional Convention of the ELCIC, taking place
this year, July 20-24 in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Due to the early date of the convention, our
Annual General Meeting in February will be too
late to register a delegate.
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BC Synod Pulpit Exchange

Part 2 ~ January 14, 2007

On Sunday, January 14, Pastor Curtis Aguirre
will be at Faith Lutheran Church, Powell River,
preaching and making a presentation on behalf
of the BC Synod as part of the Synod!s current
stewardship campaign. You may remember that
Rev. Carol Dennison, the pastor of Faith, Powell
River, was here at Hope in October preaching
and making the Synod presentation. Itis, so to
speak, pay back time.

Men’s Breakfast ~ January 13, 2007

The Men's Breakfast meets on the second Satur-
day of the month, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.
We make breakfast together, have fellowship, and
discuss weighty and not-so-weighty matters. A
sign-up sheet is posted. A minimum of 4 sign-ups
is required to proceed with the breakfast.

KAIROS --
Looking Ahead to February

The Sub-Regional Meeting of Kairos (Vancouver
Island) will be taking place at St. James Anglican
Church on Saturday, February 24.
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Highlights of Dec. 18th Council Meeting
By Jan Nilsson

Lori Amdam came with a request to use Hope Con-
gregation as her 'study parish' for her practicum in
the Parish Nursing Program which begins in Janu-
ary. It has been found that Parish Nursing brings a
'wholeness' to healing in all areas and adds a spir-
itual presence to enhance wellness. Lori lives on
Gabriola Island. She has an extensive background in
nursing with a masters degree and we were pleased
with her presentation. The council has endorsed her
request. We welcome her study of us and look for-
ward to working with her.

We are still looking for a treasurer. We have had
some tentative responses but no firm commitments.
If you have bookeeping/accounting skills, please con-
tact Jan Nilsson.

Greening of the Parish' an environmental issue. We
are focusing on WATER as a free gift to all. We en-
courage the use of tap water wherever possible and
discourage the use of bottled water. We are fortunate
to have excellent water in our area and if we feel the
need to 'enhance' it, then we endorse a home filtering
system such as Britta.

A 'transportation co-ordinator' has come forward
in the person of Terry Owen. This program should
getunderway in Jan/Feb. It always takes a bit of time
for organization after Christmas.

We extend a hearty "Thanks' to our youth group for
their help with the children's Christmas program
and their youthful energy at the Carol Singing. Re-
member the youth are our future - support them.

Loaves and Fishes are looking seriously at using
our facilities just as a 'distribution point' for this end
of town. We would likely be working with St. James
Anglican on this project. It gives another opportu-
nity for volunteering and maybe that is where your
hands could become 'God's hands'in service to
others.

The 'Awesome Advent' Bake Sale and Red Wil-
low Coffee House was excellent!!We made over $400
and it was topped up by donations to bring it up to
$500. This qualifies for another matching grant of
$500 from Faith Life. Thank you all for your sup-
port. You made it possible.

Budget deficit, Search your hearts folks, the big-
gest challenge we have as a council is how to come
up with abudget that will meet our needs and still
be economical enough to fall within the limits of
our giving. We have to face it --- we are far behind
at this point -------- $12,000 at the end of Novem-

toincrease our giving. Can we trust God that if we
personally commit to more each week and set it
aside, that He will help us to honor that commit-
ment??? Or do we organize fund-raisers each month
to support ongoing expenses??? Whichever way we
approach it, it will need involvement by our whole
congregation. Remember, even a dedicated core
group can only do so much --- and every little bit
counts -- so whatever you can do, in any way; it will
be much appreciated.

REMINDER---- We have a special congregational
meeting coming up on Jan. 14, 2007, at 10:30 ---
between services. It is for the sole purpose of elect-
ing a delegate for the National Synod Convention
to be held in Winnipeg.

RESOLUTIONS

I'will be truthful.

I'will suffer no injustice.

I'will be free from fear.

I will not use force.

I'will be of good will to all men.

- Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948), South Africa and
India



MINISTRY OF PROPERTY
Submitted by Audrey Strauss

Our Church Council is encouraging members to
drink our tap water whenever possible. Did you
know that purchased water bottles are made of a
plastic which over time will seep into the water in
them. They are not made for reuse. We may claim
our deposit back when we recycle them, but, most
are never actually recycled, because of the high cost
torecycle them. Use your own personal reusable
bottle. Nanaimo water is safe, and quite easy to
tilter yourself if that is your preference, though I
am not recommending filtering thatis a personal
decision.

If you would like to help with our "Spiffy Biffy
Project", putting up storage shelving or if you can
replace the valve on the urinal please let me know.
Thanks to Keith for putting the new light fixture in
the Men's room.

And a huge thank you to Norm Pallard for all the
help he has given to the property committee. His
expertise has really been appreciated. Good luck
on his schooling!

WHY FAIR TRADE?
Submitted by D. Handley, with thanks to Katja

Recently Hope has been brewing Fair Trade Coffee
and requesting donations to cover purchase. Why?
The simplest answer is that this fits with Christian
values, here is some background.

A lot of the products we buy at the grocery store
come from third world countries where wages are
low, and tend to be kept low, and the basic produc-
ers have little opportunity to get a reasonable or
fair return on their labour and/or investment. For
many years, we in the developed parts of the world
simply accepted the status quo and enjoyed the low
prices, for the most part without understanding the
process.

This really hit me in the late 1960s. There was a
strike by sugar field labourers - an illegal strike ac-
cording to the sugar companies.

The labourers were being paid $1 per ton of sugar cane
cut withamachete. This translated into a maximum wage
of about $5 per day if you were young and healthy. Since
I grew up in South Africa, I had firsthand knowledge of
this job; it is dirty, dangerous and demanding. I was there-
fore incensed when I read in the newspaper that a Calgary
housewife was promoting a sugar boycott because the
wage increase requested would have raised the price of
sugar from about 6¢ to 10c per Ib. All I assume she could
see was this huge percentage jump with, presumably, no
understanding of the working conditions of the labourers.

At the time my son had just started a paper route. He
was making about $1 per day to deliver and collect pay-
ment. In comparative terms, he was earning some $30
per month for 30-35 hours of 'work'. The sugar cane
cutter was working about 60 hours per week (6 days a
week and 9-10 hours per day) and earning about the
same amount. For my son, this was his personal spend-
ing money. For the cutter, this had to provide for all his
and his family's needs, shelter, food, clothes, everything.
In some cases, employers provided shelter, company
stores (notorious for gouging) and, if truly enlightened,
there was a basic medical help and primary school. Stay-
ing employed was essential, if you could not work or were
laid off, you and your family were evicted.

Since then there has been some improvement. Aprimary
force for change has come from social and justice educa-
tion and on the ground help- much of this from Christian
efforts through movements such as Kairos. One conse-
quence is the opportunity to buy a range of ‘fair traded'
goods which ensure growers are fairly paid or get a fair
return on their investment. Small cooperatives, direct buy-
ing, marketing and distribution by citizen groups now pro-
vides an alternative to the company buyers. This is still
only asmall step but along with other opportunities, e.g.
availability of micro-financing at low rates of interest, is
slowly ensuring that these exploited people can begin to
enjoy just a fraction of the life style we believe to be our
right.

So you may pay a little more when you buy fair trade
products though likely less if you buy 'boutique’ coffee as
an example. This is the debit side for your budget but
take credit for helping others enjoy a better life. Think
about it, you could have been born into a peasant family,
and buy fair trade products - look for them even. You'll
feel better.
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STAYING IN TOUCH WITH OUR ELCIC MISSIONARIES

Winnipeg, 15 December 2006 -- In a few short months, The Rev. KatharineBergbusch will leave a place she
has called home for the past twelve years. Rev. Bergbusch, an Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
(ELCIC) Long-term Missionary serving the Peruvian Lutheran Evangelical Church (ILEP) will be return-
ing to Canada. At the request of the ILEP, the ELCIC has posted a new missionary opportunity for Peru
focusing on liturgy and church music and hopes to find a pastor to fulfill this important area of ministry.
In addition, the missionary will serve as the pastor of an ILEP congregation in the city of Lima.

The upcoming retirement of Rev. Bergbusch will affect most the people who have come to know her during
her stay in Iquitos, Peru these past three years; evidence of which was deeply felt when the ELCIC's Assist-
ant to the Bishop for Ecumenical Relations, The Rev. Paul Johnson, was there to visit in August of this year.

In areport on his visit, Rev. Johnson mentions many conversations, "about the future, about Katharine's
imminent departure." He notes, "these folks are sad to think about the fast approaching reality. They will
miss [Rev. Bergbusch], but they recognize that she will leave, and so they too [ask] questions about what
might happen next. They never put it into so many words, but an underlying concern was clearly, will we
be abandoned?"

The ILEP has also requested that the ELCIC support an ILEP pastor who will move to Iquitos to take on
the vacant role there after Rev. Bergbusch's retirement next year. The ELCIC has agreed to do this as well
through the Amazon Mission Sponsorship initiative.

Inleaving Peru, the place she has called home for the past twelve years, this will not only be a big change
for Rev. Bergbusch, but also, "a big change for our sisters and brothers in that tiny but vibrant church"
comments Rev. Johnson. "In all these tasks and commitments we need your help. We need your prayers.
We need your financial generosity, your sharing of the resources that God has entrusted to you for our
mission in the world, to make it all possible. Finally, we need your help in spreading the word about our
need for another pastor, a person willing to leave Canada and to give flesh to our partnership with ILEP."

Following Rev. Bergbusch's return to Canada in March of next year, she will give presentations, primarily
in her sponsoring congregations, and participate in church events to share her story and experiences in
Peru. By hearing about her experiences, ELCIC members will learn about the work of ELCIC Mission in
the World and find out how to engage in mission for others by sponsoring the new Canadian missionary
and the new ILEP "Amazon mission pastor".

If you are interested in finding out more about the opportunity to serve In
Mission for Others as an ELCIC Long-term Missionary, please view the complete description of the Mis-
sionary Opportunity for Peru: http://www.elcic.ca/mission/MIW-DecAD.pdf

Find out more about the ELCIC Mission in the World program by visiting the ELCIC website:
http://www.elcic.ca/mission/index.html

A Brief Bio of Rev. Bergbusch:

The Rev. Katharine Bergbusch moved in April 1994 to Lima, Peru where she began life as a missionary of
the ELCIC with the Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran Church (ILEP). Founded in 1990, ILEP is a small but
growing church with seven pastors serving several congregations.
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Rev. Bergbusch provided guidance and theological education to pastors and lay workers that are leading
and guiding the ministry of ILEP congregations. She accompanied the leadership of ILEP in conflict
resolution and assisted in administrative matters such as revisions to the constitution and ordination re-
quirements.

In recognition of her significant contribution to the Lutheran church in Peru, Rev. Bergbusch was presented
with an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in 2004 by the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon.

In response to a call to serve ILEP's mission development in the Amazon region of Peru, Rev. Bergbusch
moved to Iquitos from Lima in early February 2004. After a six month trial period, ELCIC Mission in the
World and ILEP agreed that Rev. Bergbusch should continue this ministry at two sites; in Iquitos with the
Fiel es Dios (God is Faithful) community and in the rural area of Triunfo.

Born in Edmonton, AB, following high school Rev. Bergbusch earned her Teaching Certificate at Victoria
College, and her BA at the University of Victoria. After graduation, she taught English as a second lan-
guage in Ghana for three years and then returned to Canada to teach in Colwood, BC. Moving to Mani-
toba, she worked in the Confluent Education Program in northern and rural areas of the province, earned
her Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Manitoba and served as Resource Teacher in
Selkirk and Winnipeg.

After over a decade of teaching, Rev. Bergbuscsh began theological studies and graduated in 1983 with a
MDiv from Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon. Following ordination she served as pastor at
Riverton-Hnausa Lutheran Church in Riverton, MB, and Zion Lutheran in Thunder Bay, ON.

MINISTRY OF PROPERTY
Submitted by Audrey Strauss

Our Church Council is encouraging members to drink our tap water whenever possible. Did you know
that purchased water bottles are made of a plastic which over time will seep into the water in them. They
are not made for reuse. We may claim our deposit back when we recycle them, but, most are never actu-
ally recycled, because of the high cost to recycle them. Use your own personal reusable bottle. Nanaimo
water is safe, and quite easy to filter yourself if that is your preference, though I am not recommending
filtering that is a personal decision.

If you would like to help with our "Spiffy Biffy Project”, putting up storage shelving or if you can replace
the valve on the urinal please let me know.

Thanks to Keith for putting the new light fixture in the Men's room.

And a huge thank you to Norm Pallard for all the help he has given to the property committee. His exper-
tise has really been appreciated. Good luck on his schooling!

NOTICE REGARDING 2007 ALTAR FLOWERS

The 2007 Flower chart is up on the kitchen door, if you would like to take a week to donate flowers for the
altar, please fill in your name for the chosen Sunday.



OLD YEAR, NEW YEAR
Submitted by David Handley

THE SIGNPOST

Lifeislike ajourney.

Each New Year is a milestone,
But where is there a signpost,

A guide to the lost life-wanderer?

Hear, from distant tower

The bell ring down a melodious tune.
From that tower - that giant signpost -
The answer to my question comes down.
- Theodor Fontane (1810-1898) Germany

IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T HEARD

Submitted by Verna Conway,

on behalf of the Red Willow Coffee House Com-
mittee

The Red Willow Coffee House held on Dec 8th
proved to be an excellent venue for a Christmas
Bake Sale Fund Raiser. The proceeds and a match-
ing grant from Faith Life are going towards a Chil-
dren's Educational program and Loaves & Fishes.

There was input by many; those who were unable
to attend the evening participated by providing
baking and other items; some came in the after-
noon and made purchases, others donated cash. 3
CDs were donated by musicians, 6 of whom per-
formed that evening. Hot cranberry tea was served
to all who came through the door.

The whole event was very positive; the result of com-
bined efforts and talents, its success can be attrib-
uted to all who participated each in their own spe-
cial way - give yourself a pat on the back! Happy
New Year!

" outside the box™
apoem by Randy Faro

boxed in
somnambulistic ritual
mandates dictates
prelates
decreeing the undecreeable
decrying love-laced spontaneity
desecrating spirit with letter
duty bound to the mind of God in
pharisaical pronouncements
theocratic canon
Bible belt sophomorisms
the boxed-in Word of God
has no doors
chained and word-whipped
the Christ will not be fettered
those who walk in His steps
have no need of doors
itis life outside the box

grace

Deadline: for the February Messenger Wednesday, Jan. 24th. Please send your
submissions to the office at: hopeluth@nanaimo.ark.com ~ Phone: (250)758-1232.
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REFLECTIONS ON BOILING WATER
Submitted by Pastor Don Johnson,
(Lutheran member of the Peace and Justice Unit of the Anglican Diocese of New Westminster)

It was only for a few days but most of us had to boil water for a period of time. It came as a result of the
excessive rain. Some blamed the dirt in the water on the logging that had been done in the watershed some
ten years ago. Others, especially from official quarters, denied it. Regardless of blame there was still the order
to boil water or buy bottled water.

Asweboiled our water the homeless came to mind. They would neither be able to boil or to have money to
buy bottled water so they would be forced to drink what was available. We thought about how the homeless
tind water to drink. We know that in Toronto there is a by law that forces all restaurants to provide water for
whoever asks regardless if they are a customer but there is not such by law here. The question remains: How
the homeless find water to drink in a city that has few drinking fountains?

As we boiled our water the First Nations people came to mind. On many reserves across Canada are they
forced to boil water everyday. It was inconvenient for us but think of what it means to have to do this for
every day. Put that together with the national churches statement made through Kairos that "Water is a
precious gift from God and a right for every person on the planet" and we know that there is much tobe done
in our own land as well as in the rest of the world. We also know that it is possible for every family to have
pure water close athand but it will take money and resolve. We have Billions of dollars to spend on war but
little on clean water for all.

Asweboiled our water we were mindful of the ways in which the church has sought to convince its members
not to buy bottled water and to stop encouraging our water as commodity that is sold by bottling companies.
Normally our water is just fine but some continue to think that it is purer if it comes out of a pop bottle. They
have failed to see the warning signs on the bottle about not using past a certain time.

Asweboiled our water the efforts of many Canadians to preserve water in our land and not to make it a part
of our trade with the rest of the world came to mind. To make water a commodity for trade would contradict
the churches understanding that water is a free gift for all and is to be offered and conserved for all and for
future generations.

Asweboiled our water we discovered that we used less water. We live in North Vancouver that does not have
water meters. One seldom thinks of the amount of water that is being used. But water is to be conserved
along with the rest of the gifts that God has provided.

Finally as we boiled our water I wondered about the number of congregations who have participated in the
ecumenical water campaign in the church initiated by Kairos. As a member of the Peace and Justice unitI
again was reminded that there is more work to be done within the church. If you want to find out more about
how you can be involved in this campaign please call David Dranchuk at 604 584 6306 or Margaret Marquard
at 604 874 5030.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Submitted by Jan Nilsson

December or Deca

Did you know that December really means the 10th month and that March was the first month of the year
in the Roman calendar. So in Roman times the beginning of the year was the first day of spring (return of
life). January and February were added later in our Gregorian calendar to make the months more in tune
with the lunar cycle. But celebrating the New Year in the spring seems much more appropriate to me than
doing it in the middle of winter. Darkness and dormancy versus light and life, winter versus spring. I'll take
spring any time; but then as "enlightened" humans we don't always do what seems natural and right.

Have you ever wondered why you get drowsy in the afternoon? It is known that afternoons are the worst
time to schedule important meetings. People soon start nodding off. It turns out that our bodies naturally
crave rest in the afternoon. We still can find that in some Mediterranean countries the afternoon is for rest,
the siesta. So then why don't we? Much of the blame must be carried by our struggle for progress and
efficiency that started with the industrial revolution and fixed working hours. In many workplaces we find
that many accidents happen in the afternoons when the worker is less alert. Now knowing this one would
think that we would change our ways? But don't hold your breath as long as there is money and profits to
be made, humans will have to adapt.

The human body actually needs, among other things, substantial rest twice in a 24-hour period and that
hasn't changed. First we need rest at night of course, but also a few hours in the afternoon, for us to stay
healthy. Sadly that kind of need is not well looked after in our current work environment but many older
cultures do look after it. In Rosina's, my wife's, homeland of Italy many stores still close from 2 to 4 in the
afternoon for the siesta and then stay open later at night. In my opinion a much civilised arrangement and
no shopping on Sundays!!!

My grandfathers in Sweden did have regular afternoon naps I recall, but my dad's generation didn't. Of
note is that I didn't see my grandmother have afternoon naps though.

I feel the zeal for progress and economic wealth in our cultures have stripped much of the civility from our
every day living. What so many seem to value is not the natural way of life but often the artificial needs
created life of having to have the newest gadgets and consumer item.

I pray that we don't loose the message of Christmas in our zeal to please our family and friends with the
latest hot "must have" through-a-way item. That the slower, more thoughtful restful and loving part of
Christmas will shine through.

Again we have come to the end of a year and as your council chair I thank you for letting me serve. How-
ever my perennial concern hasn't changed, the consistent habit of our congregation not to meet our ap-

proved budget. So far this year to the end of November we are $12,000 below budget.

I don't know what to do with you, but knowing this consistent habit again council must wrestle with where
do we cut our ministries as we prepare the 2007. I pray for a change in 2007.

God's blessing on you.



