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WORDS OF HOPE
Reflections from Pastor Curtis Aguirre

At both the National Convention of our Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) and the
General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
(ACC) held recently in Winnipeg, motions dealing
favorably with the blessing of same gender unions
were narrowly defeated.  In both denominations
these votes follow long and sometimes heated
debates at all levels.

There are some notable similarities of the debates in
our two denominations.  In the ACC, one of its
diocese, the Diocese of New Westminster (the Lower
Mainland), had approved such blessings and several
had even taken place before the bishop of that
diocese, Michael Ingam, put a moratorium on them.
In the ELCIC, the Eastern Synod (everything east
of Lake Nipigon) have also approved such blessings,
but have held off on carrying any out in order to
allow this vote to take place.

The votes in the recent national gatherings were on
similar motions to allow the synods/dioceses to deal
with the issue as they saw fit.  It is an
oversimplification to say that these were votes
against homosexuality or against the blessing of
same gender unions per se, but practically speaking,
both denominations have put such blessings on hold
for the time being.

So it is time to stand back and reflect.  The debates
on our BC Synod listserve (for those who don't do
internet, this is a service in which everyone on the
list can send to everyone else on the list
simultaneously, and receives from everyone else who
sends) called Gracewords have brought out the
depth of the division over this issue.  We all, of course,
reach for the Bible to support our position, but
because we all read the Bible differently, each person
finds support for their position in the Scriptures.
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I think there are two main ways of reading the Bible
which stand in opposition to each other in the debate.
One is what could be called an anachronistic
reading.  This is a reading which simply reads the
Bible as though it were written directly to us in our
context.  This type of reading largely ignores such
things as historical context and the role of social
norms in the writing of the text.  The other type of
reading could be called an historically relativistic
reading.  This type of reading tries first to understand
the original social, political, and cultural context in
which the text was written, and then to read the text
in that context.  In this reading the change in context
from then to now also changes the applicability of
texts to our situation today.  These two types of
reading are the extremes on a continuum.  I think
most of us now use a little of both, leaning more to
the one or the other, depending on our personal
preferences.

The first type of reading is what most people grew
up with in most churches until thirty years ago or
so.  The second type of reading comes out of scholarly
circles and, although it was used already more than
a hundred years ago, has not made it to ordinary
folk until the last several decades.

So the great divide, as far as I see it, is whether or
not one believes that what we call "homosexuality"
today (the word was coined in the 1800's) is the same
as the practices in the ancient world.  Those who see
it as the same thing read the Biblical texts as
condemnations of modern homosexuality, and those
who see a difference do not.  I think this divide cannot
be bridged.  So I think that over this issue we have
to accept that we are a church divided.

Can we learn to be together as a church while we
disagree on this topic (regardless of which way the
vote goes)?
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HEALING SERVICES JULY 29
The month of July has a fifth Sunday, so there will be
healing services taking place at 9:30 and 11:00 of that
morning.  The last time we had these (April 29) they
were very well received.

CONFIRMATION CAMP JULY 29 - AUGUST 3
Please be watching for sign-up sheets for volunteers

CHARITY OF THE MONTH FOR JULY 2007
The Cruz family is now scheduled to arrive from
Colombia on August 8.  The response has been good,
but it is too soon to sit back and relax.  A basement
suite has now been found for the family and furniture
and other items are being transferred from the
Nachtigall's basement to the unit.  let us continue to
support this effort!

FROM THE CHAIR - "Ticked off"
Submitted by Jan Nilsson
During a break at one of our Tuesday Morning
gardening "parties", not so very long ago, I heard the
expression "ticked off" describing someone's reaction
to a particular situation. Right away an image of
dissatisfaction came into my mind, someone had
been done wrong and understandably reacted to it.
However, further on in the discussion with more
details revealed about the reason the person was
"ticked off," my impression changed. To me the
negative reaction of the "ticked off " person seemed
unreasonable and greater than the situation
warranted. The expression "cutting off your nose to
spite your face" came to mind.

Another example is what I heard in the news recently
about someone in the U.S. suing a dry-cleaning
business for over $50 million dollars for losing his
$20 trousers. To boot, this "ticked off" person is a
Judge!!!!

Unreasonable reactions you bet; but not such an
unusual one these days. A perceived wrong is not
ignored; someone has to pay for my discomfort, my
humiliation, and the disrespect shown to me. So why
is it that some react so extreme and over the top to
what seems to be such minor incidents? Why is it so
hard to let go and so easy to lash out and try to get
"even". What happened to turning the other cheek?

I would say that most of us when "ticked-off" react
more negatively than we truly need to.

Some come to their senses and realize what is
happening while others just don't let it go to the point
where it isn't "funny" any more. Rational thinking is
out the window and emotions, immaturity, vengeance
and hurt take over.  'I'm going to show you no matter
what' - and as Christians we are not immune either.

So what are we to do? I'm a firm believer that most
people want to do good, to be helpful, to be accepted
and to be liked. So keep that in mind when someone
"ticks you off". Not taking one self too seriously is
helpful too when you are in a "ticked-off" situation.
Giving the person that in your opinion wronged you
the benefit of the doubt is a good thing to keep in
mind. And don't sweat the small stuff. It is hard
coming from me but you don't have to be right every
time :>).

So having said all that, your council at times may
"tick you off".  But rest assured that all of us - as chair,
I now have the audacity to speak for all of council
(hope I don't "tick them off") - our intentions are
always good and it is not to "tick  anyone off".

So we are a bit behind on the completion of the
Memorial Garden.  But from time to time, the few
that come on Tuesday mornings to do the work, get
"ticked off" that so few come to help so - we cut the
workday short. We have had very generous financial
donations to the completion from a few in the
congregation; but as I said now we need more
 brawns to do the work.

I truly wish you a very nice, enjoyable, relaxing and
so forth summer - but don't forget the church.

God's blessings from your at times "ticked off"
Chair - Jan

HIGH-LIGHTS ~ June Church Council Meeting
Humbly submitted by Gillian Ames, Council secretary.

New kitchen floor - With many thanks to Garry
Schultz, we will be seeing washable kitchen floor in
the not too distant future. The purchase of a
dishwasher and other possible renovations will take
a while longer, unless we were to 'float a loan' or find
a 'worthy patron'.

We have a fair roster of committed offering counters
and we will set up a monthly schedule soon. If you
are on the counters' list please sign up on the list
provided in the Narthex.

(continued on page 3)
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There have been questions concerning when our
Memorial Garden will be completed to the point
where we can start using it. We are trying to move
ahead on that and the first step is the removal of the
'trash heap' (large branches etc.) Anyone with a truck
is invited to come and do their bit. Fees for dumping
will be re-imbursed upon presentation of a receipt
to Dave Nenzel or they could be included as an extra
offering on your part - with many thanks from the
property committee and council.

We are trying to develop an 'Environmental
Stewardship Committee', with the goal of reducing
our impact or 'footprint' on the environment. It starts
in our own homes and extends to 'Greening Our
Parish' as a whole. Audrey Strauss is looking for
people who would be interested in learning and then
instructing all of us on how to measure and record
our impact on the environment. Maybe we could
have a 'car-pool' Sunday - talk to Audrey about your
ideas - better still, be open to coming to, or even help
co-coordinating, an event where we can 'brain-storm'
and share what works for us.

As a council, we can come up with 'projects' and
ideas for building our fellowship and community,
keeping up and improving the grounds and building,
raising extra funds to support the budget and special
programs - BUT - we need each and every one of
you to take a share in our endeavours. God has given
each of us talents, time and resources and He expects
us to use them wisely. If we on council try to do
everything ourselves it just leads to frustration and
'burn-out'. There are many opportunities for service
in the church and we are very thankful to those who
are faithful in their areas of service. You, who work
so hard, know who you are and you are in our prayers
each day. We can never have too many helpers so, if
you feel the good Lord nudging you, please look for
areas where you can use your own personal talents
and then commit yourself to serve for a specific time
period or project. God will bless you richly and
sustain you in your efforts.

STEWARDSHIP
Submitted by Verna Conway

We have just experienced summer solstice - Eternal
turning of the seasons, a time of Hope and Promise.
Thanks be to God.

A Parable:
Once there was a church where the people took the
offering back home with them.
First it was collected and brought to the altar. After
they asked God to bless it, they took it and put it
back into their pockets. They mixed it up with all
their other money, so that they couldn't tell which
was blessed and which was not. Then they left.
All week they spent as though each piece was blessed
and was to be used lovingly.
[Author: Herbert Brokering who grants permission
for reproduction]

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle; it contributes to a
healthier environment. Climate change, energy
effusing and ecological justice and water concerns
as well as other information is available from The
Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiative Organization
- Kairos.    www.Kairoscanada.org

The Kairos local network always welcomes new
groups, including those who want to focus on a
specific issue.

The following was taken from Kairos Times special
Issue -Oct 4th 2007:  The 2nd Annual "Sisters in
Spirit" vigil. Sponsored by the Native Women's
Association of Canada, Kairos and Amnesty
International.

The goal is to have a National Day of Remembrance
for our missing and murdered Aboriginal Sisters.
The Anglican, Presbyterian and United Churches
have all been sponsors of this five-year initiative. Last
year there were five vigils nationwide. On June 21st
the National Anglican General Synod and Lutheran
Convention was to gather with Aboriginal and
Ecumenical leaders in Winnipeg for discussions.

June 29th was a National Day of Action for the
Assembly of First Nations and for all people to stand
together in a spirit of unity for a better life.
FMI see the above website for Kairos.

DEADLINE:
 For the August Messenger

Friday, July 24th. Please send
your submissions to the office at:
hopeluth@nanaimo.ark.com

Phone: (250)758-1232.
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Motion to Encourage Synods to Develop Ways
to Best Minister to People Living in Committed
Same-Sex Relationships Defeated

After much thoughtful, considerate and respectful
discussion, reflection and prayer the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) voted to defeat
a motion before delegates at the Eleventh Biennial
National Convention to encourage Synods to
develop ways “to best minister to people who live in
committed same-sex relationships, including the
possibility of blessing such unions”. The motion was
voted on by secret ballot during the afternoon session
on the third day of convention. The motion received
181 votes in favour and 200 votes in opposition.

Introduction to the motion by Roger Kingsley, Vice-
President of the ELCIC, noted, that at the 2005
National Convention, after the defeat of a local-
option for same-sex blessing, a motion was approved
by delegates stating “That our church’s leaders,
congregations and Pastors seek to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’ (Ephesians
4:3) rejecting all words and actions hostile to gays
and lesbians in our churches and communities, and
taking steps to create a more welcoming
environment in this Church for gays, lesbians and
their families.’”

The announcement of the voting results for the
motion was received by silence from the delegates.

Further information of the Eleventh Biennial
National Convention is available online at: http://
elcic.ca/In-Convention/2007-Winnipeg/default.cfm

NEWS!! THE ELCIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
Rev. Susan Johnson Elected as National Bishop
of the ELCIC

Delegates at the Eleventh Biennial National
Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC) have elected Rev. Susan Johnson,
Assistant to the Bishop of the Eastern Synod, as the
new National Bishop of the ELCIC. The election
occurred on the sixth and final ballot for Bishop.

Bishop-elect Johnson will succeed National Bishop
Raymond Schultz who announced in January of this
year that he will retire as of September 1, 2007.
Bishop Schultz has been serving as National Bishop
for six years. He was elected for a four-year term at
the 2005 Convention but announced his retirement
half-way through the term due to personal and
health reasons.

Bishop-elect Johnson is not new to the work of the
National Office, from 2001-2005, she served as Vice-
President of the ELCIC. In addition to her role as
Assistant to the Bishop of the Eastern Synod (which
she has served since 1994), Bishop-elect Johnson has
served as an advisor to The Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) Council since 1998, as a member
of the North American Regional Committee for LWF
since 2005, on the Leadership Development Task
Force from 2005-2006 and on a variety of boards
and committees both at the national and synodical
level.

"I'm just overwhelmed and honoured by this
incredible honour," said Bishop-elect Johnson upon
the announcement. "I promise to be all that I can to
help us together to be In Mission for Others."

Delegates have been deliberating on the election of
the National Bishop for most of Friday; business
sessions on other matters, such as the introduction
of a new Stewardship of Creation Initiative (an
environmental action plan for the church) and
greetings from a number of international partners
and guests have been interspersed between ballots.
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The day also included a theological address from Sallie
McFague of the Vancouver School of Theology, who
said churches "must take public stands on issues that
affect the well-being of creation and its inhabitants."
Christians need to avoid mindless consumption and
follow "a life of limitation, of cruciform living in
solidarity with the oppressed."

Lutherans and Anglicans took communion, sang and
prayed together, and discussed what they knew  or
didn't know  about each other's churches. "It was
good to remember our joint communion and what it
entails," said Lutheran Trina Frank. "It's great fun to
get to know new people," said Archdeacon Bill Clarke,
an Anglican.

When asked his impressions of the day, Anglican C.
Martin Hendy responded, "impressive, important,
essential." He was glad to get to know his Lutheran
counterparts, but also felt the aboriginal ceremony
seemed "tacked-on" at the end of the day and Ms.
McFague's presentation was too long. Dean Louise
Peters, an Anglican, by contrast, loved Ms. McFague's
talks and "loved that the day was in the context of
the eucharist." Rev. Lynne Moore, a Lutheran, said
she is still trying to sort out environmental issues in
her life and finds it "hard to connect that to the
Gospel," but the day gave her food for thought.

Blessing of same-sex unions defeated
The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
has narrowly defeated a resolution that would have
allowed dioceses to decide for themselves whether
or not to bless same-sex unions.  Lay delegates voted
78 to 59 in favor of the motion and clergy voted 63 to
53 in favor But the House of Bishops voted 21-19
against it. As a result the motion was defeated, since
it required approval by each of the three orders to
pass.

The motion  read:

"That this General Synod affirm the authority and
jurisdiction of any diocesan synod,

a.    with the concurrence of the diocesan bishop, and
b.    in a manner which respects the conscience of the
incumbent and the will of the parish,

to authorize the blessing of committed same-sex
unions."

For more news go to www.anglican.ca.

The following are extracts from the Anglican Church
of Canada website and the ELCIC website pertaining
to the General Synod and National Convention of the
two bodies which took place simultaneously in
Winnipeg June 21-27.

ANGLICANS AND LUTHERANS CELEBRATE
SIX YEARS OF FULL COMMUNION
(from the Anglican Journal online)
Solange De Santis, staff writer June 21, 2007
Anglicans and Lutherans took a pause on June 21
from their respective annual conventions to flow
together for a day of worship that celebrated their
six-year-old Full Communion relationship and was
centered on the theme and imagery of water.

Since the date was National Aboriginal Day,
indigenous peoples' relationship with the land was
acknowledged throughout and leaders of major
Canadian denominations recommitted their churches
to a covenant of support for natives.
"It is a day to be gentle with one another, to share in
the bread broken and the wine poured," said Rev.
Richard Leggett, a member of the joint Anglican-
Lutheran commission implementing the Full
Communion agreement.

About 800 combined delegates gathered at small table
groups in the Winnipeg Convention Centre to
celebrate a eucharist featuring Bible readings that
focused on the miracle of water  God's creation in
Genesis, a vision of "the river of the water of life" from
Revelation, Jesus' asking a Samaritan woman at a well
for a drink and telling her of the water of eternal life
through faith in him.

Table discussions wrestled with environmental
questions about water in its many forms, uses and
abuses by humanity. The Kairos social-justice church
coalition provided study material that urged the
conservation and protection of water and asked
people to work against its commercialization.
"Support the idea that water is a sacred gift and should
be available to all.If you live in an area where tap
water is safe, consider saying no to bottled water,"
read the Kairos paper in part.

At one table, Lutheran and Anglican participants
debated whether Canadian authorities should ban the
sale of water to the United States, or whether
Canadians had a responsibility to help their neighbor.
Groups also discussed measures individuals are taking
to combat pollution and global warming and what
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NEWS FROM THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF
CANADA GENERAL SYNOD
Bishop Fred Hiltz of the Diocese of Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island elected Primate

After a nail-biting election that took nearly three
hours, a majority of the delegates of the General
Synod elected Bishop Fred Hiltz, 53, as the 13th
primate  or national archbishop  of the Anglican
Church of Canada.

Delegates jumped, cheered, hugged each other and
when at 1:56 p.m., Dean Peter Elliott, General Synod
prolocutor, announced, "My brothers and sisters, you
have done your work. We have a new primate."
Members sang the Doxology, a song of thanksgiving
and the church bells were rung. Moments later,
Bishop Hiltz was escorted to the main door of the
church by his predecessor, Archbishop Andrew
Hutchison, and was met with a rousing welcome by
delegates who stood from their pews to greet him.

Bishop Hiltz vowed to address the deep divisions
within the church over the issue of same-sex
blessings, saying, "I will try to the best of my ability,
with your help and with your prayers to be a primate
that holds the church together, tries to hold people
in dialogue, tries to keep them at the table and not
to alienate or isolate them." He added: "We are all
one in the Lord. I will do my best to make sure we
remain together in Christ."
The primate-elect also spelled out the other priorities
of his primacy: getting to know the churches in
Central Canada, in the West and in the North, more
support for the Council of the North (composed of
11 financially assisted dioceses in the North), and
the deepening and broadening of the church's
relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada, which is in Full Communion with the
Anglican church.

(Bishop Hiltz serves as co-chair of the Joint Anglican-
Lutheran International Commission that is
implementing the two churches' agreement on Full
Communion.)

WHISPERS:

The man whispered, "God, speak to me" and a
meadowlark sang.

But, the man did not hear.

So the man yelled, "God, speak to me" and the
thunder rolled across the sky.

But, the man did not listen.

The man looked around and said, "God let me see
you." And a star shined brightly.

But the man did not see.

And, the man shouted, "God show me a miracle."
And, a life was born.

But, the man did not notice.

So, the man cried out in despair, "Touch me God,
and let me know you are here."

Whereupon, God reached down and touched the
man. But, the man brushed the butterfly away .

I found this to be a great reminder that God is always
around us in the little and simple things that we take
for granted.


