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The Day of Pentecost Through

the Third Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS OF HOPE
by Pastor Curtis Aguirre

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, let me sow pardon...
Grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love...”

You may be familiar with these words.  They are part of
the prayer attributed to St. Francis.  The tenor of the
prayer communicates much of the best of Christianity
active in people’s lives. What may not be so evident at
first glance, however, is that this is also a prayer for
emotional maturity.  It seems that the best Christian
values, the ones we call “gifts of the Spirit,” are also signs
of emotional maturity. It may well be that this prayer is
more important for our regular life in the church than
most of us have realized up until now.

You see, immaturity is a big part of what holds the church
(small “c” stands for the human institution) back from
being the Church (capital “C” stands for the spiritual
entity) of Jesus Christ and embodying our calling as that
Church.  If you look at the typical niggling and fighting
that undermines the life of the church, it generally arises
out of reactions and behaviours that are associated with
emotional immaturity.

Key signs of emotional maturity, from a developmental
psychology point of view are:
      1) the ability to hold mixed emotions about
          experiences or issues;
      2) the ability to have compassion and to empathize
          with those who are different; and
      3) the ability to take responsibility for one’s own
          happiness.
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The opposites would be:
      1) reacting in a black or white manner toward
         experiences or issues;
      2) an inability to put oneself in the shoes of
          someone who is noticeably different;
      3) the need to have others “make one happy”
          or the inability to be happy unless others
          are doing as one wants them to do.
Emotional maturity and spiritual maturity go
hand in hand.  Jesus was most critical of the people
who were the most rigid.

The Pharisees whom Jesus harangued were the ones
who demanded conformity and uniformity, the
ones who had no compassion for outsiders and
sinners.  And yet Jesus also had friends among the
Pharisees.  Jesus was able to disagree and critique,
and yet stay connected.  He pursued his vision of
the life of faith clearly, but had room for many
different people.  Ultimately his goal seems to have
been to being reconciliation among the people of
Israel, and by extension, the world. But
reconciliation requires forgiveness, patience,
generosity, compassion, self-control and the ability
to stop waiting for others to comply in order to be
happy (cf. Galatians 5:22-23).  Reconciliation takes
maturity. So, we can rightly pray in the words of
St. Francis:

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, let us sow pardon...
Grant that we may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love...

Amen.
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CHARITY OF THE MONTH
The Lutheran Campus Centre at the University
of British Columbia is a unique facility in our
Synod.  It is in a visible and heavily trafficked
area of the university, and it is owned outright by
the British Columbia Synod.  We, the Lutheran
Church, are able to be present and reach out in a
way which would not be possible if our UBC
campus ministry were simply wedged into an
office building somewhere or in a back corner of
the Student Union building.

The Lutheran Campus centre also has numerous
tenents in the form of campus chaplains from
other denominations, counsellors, etc., which
generates a bit of income for the centre.
Unfortunately, the Lutheran Campus Centre is
also in desparate need of repair or even
replacement.  Years of neglect and difficult
financial choices have led to a situation in which
rot and leaks have compromised parts of the
building.  The chapel is closed to the public for
fear that too many people might cause the floor
to collapse. At our recent BC Synod Convention
in Maple Ridge, the delgates voted to approve a
special appeal to raise $300,000 toward repairing
or replacing the facility.  If you would like to
support the continued visible presence of
Lutheran campus ministry at UBC by giving to
this appeal, please do so and indicate the amount
on the “Charity of the Month” line on your
envelopes.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS:

Vacation Bible School:  July 24-28 (with special
guest musician and leader, Linnea Good)

Confirmation Camp:  July 30 – August 4
(Registration forms now available—see Pastor
Curtis)

Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering:  August 17-
21 (in Winnipeg – see Lisa Rokeby for more
information)

NEW WORSHIP BOOK
Submitted by Clarence Karr

Early this autumn our Evangelical Lutheran Church
introduces a new WORSHIP book designed to replace
both the LBW green book and With One Voice.  It will
embrace the familiar and the new, the traditional and
the contemporary. There are ten liturgical settings
including existing ones with which we are familiar, a
revised Marty Haugen setting, and even an African
American inspired one. Of the nearly 700 hymns and
worship songs, 53% are from the LBW; 20% from With
One Voice; and 27% new. Tune for old favourites as the
Twenty-third Psalm will revert to the traditional melody
as was found, for those with long memories, in the red
hymnal that preceded the green one.

The Worship Committee has recommended adoption of
this exciting new resource and plan to phase it in
beginning with the 11.00 a.m. service, hopefully for
Advent.

FINANCING
We all need to begin thinking about supporting this
venture financially as it will be a special appeal rather
than a budgeted item. The reduced pre-publication order
cost will be $25.00 which includes shipping and handling.

There are two ways that this can be accomplished:

BUY ONE OR MORE FOR THE CHURCH
A personal contribution to purchase one or more worship
books at $25.00 each. Your contribution can be noted in
a bookplate in each volume.

PURCHASE FOR THE CHURCH AS MEMORIAL
OR HONOUR GIFTS
Purchasing one or more books as memorial gifts in
memory of or in honour of someone. The gifts will be
noted in bookplates supplied by the Augsburg Fortress
publisher.

ORDER A PERSONAL COPY
You may also get the pre-publication reduced price and
save on shipping by ordering a personal copy as part of
Hope’s order. This must be donated in a separate envelope
for which there will be no tax receipt as per Revenue
Canada regulations.
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HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY
Submitted by Beth Paton

The Healing Prayer Members have been uplifted by
the number of people availing themselves of this
ministry. We now feel that it is time to make some
comments as clarification of how to use this ministry.

1.    When you come up for prayer, remember that you
can also pray, if you so wish. Sometimes only one of
the team may pray out loud, but be assured the silent
one is praying silently.

2.    When having prayers for yourself, it is acceptable
to have anointing with oil. Anointing with oil is no
longer used only when praying for someone who is
dying. It is used at various times, e.g. at baptisms.

3.    When the praying has finished, please do not feel
that it is a signal for you to leave the prayer station.
You are encouraged to stay as long as you feel
comfortable doing so.

You can also sit at the back rather than returning
immediately to your seat, if this would be helpful. Those
on the team will make sure that there are chairs close
to the prayer station for this purpose.

4.    If you come for healing prayer one week, you can
come back on other weeks for prayers for the same
concern.

Some of the people that Jesus healed were not always
healed immediately.

Also remember that healing comes in various forms.
We may ask for prayers for a physical healing. But
instead we may be healed emotionally or spiritually.
This is still a healing.

5.    Finally, a reminder that confidentiality is maintained
by all members of the team.

At a recent meeting it was decided that it was time for
another series of training sessions for those who feel
that they are being led by the Holy Spirit to participate.
As a result we plan to run these in the fall. Instead of
weekly sessions for 5 weeks, we are planning 4 sessions
for a week-end.

They will be held on one of the following week-
ends:

September 22/23/24     or    September 29/30/1
or    October 20/21/22.

Sign-up sheets will be put up at a later date. The
week- end chosen will depend on which one most
people can attend.

The sessions will be held in my home as the
Church may not always be available (e.g. on
Sunday afternoons when another group uses the
Church. The sessions will run on Friday from
about 7 pm to 9 pm; Saturday from 9.30 am to
11.30 am and 1 pm to 4 pm and Sunday 1 pm to
4 pm.

We thank you for your prayers for this ministry
and ask you to pray for those who are considering
taking the  sessions in the fall.

HIGHLIGHTS OF COUNCIL MEETING
Submitted by Gillian Ames

Having no quorum, we went into discussion.

Re: letter concerning counters' form -

It would appear that the current counters' form
has adequate provision for pertinent information
to be recorded. More detailed recording would be
done by the financial secretary using the
information on the envelopes. It was suggested
that 'renters' should receive envelopes with
instructions as to their usage.

It was proposed that we have a Yard/Bake/Bazaar
Item Sale in early Sept. Proceeds to go to church
maintenance.  The current practice of Birthday
and Anniversary blessing may need to be re-
worked.  Property report noted little response to
the posted list of 'jobs'.
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“I BELIEVE…”
Here are the “I believe…” statements from our two
confirmands from May 28th.

By Hannah Swabey
Hi, my name is Hannah Swabey.  I am thirteen years
old.  I go to Woodlands Secondary School.  I am here
today to share with you what I believe.

I believe in God.  I believe that He is an Almighty Being.
I believe that there is only one God.  I believe that God
is everywhere.  I believe that our God is a God of mercy.

I believe in creation.  I believe God created all
things.  I believe that He created heaven and earth.  I
believe that God had a son.  I believe that his Son’s
name was Jesus Christ.  I believe that Jesus Christ was
born to the Virgin Mary.  I believe that He was born in
the city of Bethlehem.  I believe that Jesus was sent to
earth to help aid people; to teach people how to worship
God, to live a good life, and to point them in the way
of righteousness.  I believe that he died on the cross
and then ascended into heaven.

I believe in heaven.  I believe that you will go
to heaven when you die as long as you are religious
and attempt not to sin.  My belief in heaven gives me
hope for life after death and a reason to become a better
person.  I believe in the Bible.  I believe that the Bible
tells us important things about our religion and its
history. I believe that the Bible is very important and
is a true account of our spiritual history.  I believe in
the Ten Commandments.  I believe the Ten
Commandments are the laws of God.  I believe that
God expects us to obey and respect those laws.  I
believe that if you pray sincerely to Him to forgive
you for breaking a commandment that He will forgive
you.

I believe in life after death.  I believe that after
you die you will go to heaven as long as you lived a
religious life and were a good person.  I believe that
there is such a thing as sin.  I believe that sin is when
you go against any of the Ten Commandments.  I
believe in forgiveness.  I believe forgiveness is when
God forgives you for sinning because you prayed to
Him.  I believe in the Holy Spirit.  I believe that the
Holy Spirit is the active presence of God.  I believe in
the Church.  I believe that the Church is the gathering
of Christians.  I believe that the purpose of life is to
prepare and educate yourself in the ways of God so
that you will be ready for life after death.

Thank you for listening to what I believe.
Hannah Swabey.

“I BELIEVE…”
By Parke Chang

Hello, my name is Parke Chang.  I am fourteen years
old and go to Dover Bay Secondary.  I am here to tell
you what I believe.

I believe that God is a spirit that guides us through
troubled times in our lives, so we are able to get
through them.  I believe that God loves all people in
the world whether they’re rich, poor, good, or bad.
God loves all people, no matter what.

I believe that sin is leading away from God.  Sin is
hurting yourself, the people around you that you care
about, and God.  Sin is a way of not listening to God
or disobeying God.  I believe sin is dishonest to
yourself, your friends, and God.  I believe that the
Ten Commandments were rules that were created by
God so that we could live in peace.  I think that
following the Ten Commandments is a way of
listening to God or leading towards God’s spirit.  I
think that without the Ten Commandments the world
would be more chaotic than it is.

I think that Jesus was the Son of God, someone to
look up to and someone who leads us into the path of
God.  I think that He pulled us out of darkness and
placed us into the light of God.  I believe that He
sacrificed his life for us and that He was a healer.  I
believe after Jesus died He went to heaven.  I believe
that heaven is a place where you would feel most
comfortable.  I think that heaven exists mentally and
was created so that we could feel comfortable after
we pass away.  I believe that heaven is a place where
there is no judgement and where you’re not judged
by other people.

I believe that the Church is a holy place where you
can worship God or get forgiveness for your sins.  I
think that the Church helps us learn more about God
and how to follow the path of God.  I believe that the
Holy Spirit is God or another form of God.  I think
that the Holy Spirit guides us towards forgiveness.  I
believe that the purpose of life is to experience things
like emotion, pain, and forgiveness.  I believe that the
Bible was created so that we are able to learn and
understand more about God.
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YOUTH MATTERS
The following is a letter to the congregation
from our new Youth Director, Lisa Rokeby.

Dear Members,
My name is Lisa Rokeby and I am the new youth
leader at Hope. This August we will be taking some of
our youth to the Canadian Lutheran Youth Gathering
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The theme of this year’s
Gathering is “Full Serve”, which will focus on how we
can use our various gifts to serve God’s community.
This event takes place once every two years and is an
excellent opportunity for our youth to meet with other
Lutherans across the country in worship, praise, and
fun.

The reason I am writing to all congregation members
is because every one of us can help to foster the spiritual
growth of our youth through prayer, support, and
participation. The youth in our congregation are very
eager to take a role in our church, and I am very excited
to have joined a community that is so willing to
encourage this. One way that the congregation can
lend a hand is to help us get to Winnipeg this summer!
We have already received a great response to our bottle
drive and Spaghetti Dinner and we thank you for the
funds that we have raised so far. In the near future we
will be planning more events and we encourage you
and your families to participate.(Don’t worry, it will
be fun!)  So keep an eye out for announcements in the
bulletin this summer.

I am also looking for an energetic male volunteer (over
21 years of age) who would be interested in coming to
Winnipeg with us to help me supervise.  The Gatherings
are a lot of fun for both youth and adults, alike.

If you know any youth between the ages of 14-18 years
old (as of Dec. 31, 2006) who may be interested in
joining us, it is not too late.  Just let me know by June
7th.

God’s Peace,
Lisa Rokeby
(250)753-2191
LisaRokeby@hotmail.com

TEASING FACT FROM FICTION IN THE
DA VINCI CODE
Pastor Jim Hill of Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Penticton sent this to Gracewords,
our BC Synod e-mail list server [I, Pastor
Curtis, have inserted additional comments in
brackets]:
Hi, friends,I came across the website of a Dr. Bart
Ehrman, who according to Wikipedia is now an
agnostic.  Here is the bio from his website: “Bart D.
Ehrman is the James A. Gray Professor and Chair
of the Department of Religious Studies at The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where
he has been teaching for over 15 years.  He
completed his undergraduate work at Wheaton
College and received his Masters of Divinity and
Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary.  Prior
to taking his position at UNC, Professor Ehrman
taught at Rutgers University.  Professor Ehrman
has authored or edited 19 books, including The
New York Times Best-seller, “Misquoting Jesus.”
He has published dozens of book reviews and
scholarly articles for academic journals and served
as President of the Society of Biblical Literature,
Southeast Region; book review editor of the Journal
of Biblical Literature; and editor of the Scholar's
Press Monograph Series The New Testament in the
Greek Fathers.

” Anyhow, on his website is the following interesting
list he compiled:
Ten Factual Errors in The Da Vinci Code
1.  Jesus' life was decidedly not "recorded by
thousands of followers across the land."  He didn't
even have thousands of followers, let alone literate
ones.
 2.  It's not true that eighty Gospels "were considered
for the New Testament."  This makes it sound like
there was a contest, entered by mail. [The four
gospels we now use -- the “canonical gospels” --
were all composed sometime between AD 60 and
100.  The other gospels were all written later.  The
four canonical gospels were all widely accepted
by the early 100’s.  The other gospels had only
regional or sectarian acceptance.  Most of these
other gospels are supposed to be a set of secret
teachings which Jesus gave to this or that
disciple.
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The four canonical gospels show Jesus as an open,
public teacher.  In the canonical gospels there is
no secret teaching.  At most, Jesus explains more
thoroughly to his disciples what he taught in
parables to the public.  The other gospels seem
to rely on the need to be let in on a deep secret for
their value.]
3.  It’s absolutely not true that Jesus was not
considered divine until the Council of Nicea, that
before that he was considered merely as “a mortal
prophet.”  The vast majority of Christians by the
early fourth century acknowledged him as divine.
Some thought he was so divine he wasn’t even
human!  [Most of the other gospels portray Jesus
as being anything but human.  The four canonical
gospels present a more balanced picture.  The
main line of Christian teaching about Jesus has
always tried to hold the human and the divine
in balance.]
4.  Constantine did not commission a “new Bible”
that omitted references to Jesus’ human traits.  For
one thing, he didn’t commission a new Bible at all.
For another thing, the books that did get included
are chock-full of references to his human traits (he
gets hungry, tired, angry; he gets upset; he bleeds,
he dies . . .).
5. The Dead Sea Scrolls were not “found in the
1950s.”  It was 1947.  And the Nag Hammadi
documents do not tell the Grail story at all, nor do
they emphasize Jesus’ human traits.  Quite the
contrary.  [The Nag Hammadi group of documents
contains most of the “gnostic” gospels which
portray Jesus as a sort of heavenly being who is
trying to help his disciples leave behind this evil
world.  The canonical gospels show a Jesus who
embraces God’s good creation.]
6. “Jewish decorum” in no way forbade “a Jewish
man to be unmarried.”  In fact, most of the
community behind the Dead Sea Scrolls were male
unmarried celibates. [Note: John the Baptst also
seems to have been an unmarried celebate
prophet.  Jesus may well have been one of his
disciples for a time.]

7. The Dead Sea Scrolls were not among “the earliest
Christian records.”  They are Jewish, with nothing
Christian in them.
8. We have no idea about the lineage of Mary
Magdalene; nothing connects her with the “house of
Benjamin.”  And even if she were, this wouldn’t make
her a descendent of David.
9. Mary Magdalene was pregnant at the crucifixion?
That’s a good one.
10. The Q document is not a surviving source being
hid by the Vatican, nor is it a book allegedly written
by Jesus himself.  It’s a hypothetical document that
scholars have posited as having been available to
Matthew and Luke, principally a collection of the
sayings of Jesus.  Roman Catholic scholars think the
same of it as non-Catholics; there’s nothing secretive
about it. [Much of the hypothesis behind the Da
Vinci Code presumes that the Roman Catholic
Church has something to hide.  This is the stuff of
conspiracy theories.  Those who buy into such
theories usually cannot be dissuaded.  As to the
hypothetical source called “Q”, it is simply a
projection back based on the material which
Matthew and Luke share, but which is different
from Mark.  You can buy “Q” in the bookstore.  I
have a copy at home which I read just recently.  If
someone is trying to hide it, they’re doing a bad
job of it.]

HUMOUR LIGHTENS THE SPIRIT...
A minister was completing a temperance sermon
one Sunday.  With greatemphasis he said, "If I had
all the beer in the world, I'd take it andpour it into
the river."  With even greater emphasis he said,
"And if I hadall the wine in the world, I'd take it and
pour it into the river." Andthen finally, shaking his
fist in the air, he said, "And if I had all thewhiskey in
the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river."
Sermon complete, he sat down.

The song leader stood very cautiously and
announced with a smile, nearly laughing, "For our
closing song, let ussing Hymn #365, "Shall We
Gather at the River."



STAYING IN TOUCH WITH OUR ELCIC MISSIONARIES

The following is a letter from Katherine Bergbusch, who is working with the Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran
Church (ILEP).

Dear Partners in Misión,

Our Easter Sunday celebration with baptisms and confirmations went smoothly and joyfully.  All the children
to be baptized had sponsors—neighbours, friends or relatives—who expressed their appreciation for the
service.

The walls of the worship space were freshly painted by the women who participated and were confirmed.
The stand for the baptismal bowl was built by the neighbour across the street from the church building and
the church was decorated by the adolescent group with colourful butterflies pinned to a cloth hanging.  A
smaller cloth with butterflies was used as the altar parament!  The pattern for the butterflies, made from
colourful magazine pages, came to me from Kathy Karr of Hope Lutheran Church in Nanaimo, B.C.  The
butterflies were much admired.

A group of persons centered at Zion Lutheran, Stratford, Ontario, and friends from the Presbyterian Church
are organizing a work trip to Iquitos scheduled for the month of September.  The purpose of the visit is to
work on the re-modelling of our church building and to provide medical attention to the community.  The re-
construction will provide the congregation with a worship area on one side, separate from a multipurpose
area for the Sunday School, meetings, study groups, and service activities.  The complete plans include
bathrooms and kitchen, as well as living quarters for the custodian, separate from the church building.  Just
how much of this project can be completed by the group in September depends principally on the amount of
funds received and the two week time period.

The “Iquitos Building Project” has been approved by ILEP (Peruvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and
ELCIC Mission in the World.  The Stratford group is campaigning energetically to raise funds for
construction materials and other building costs.  You and your congregation can make a contribution to this
project to facilitate our Christian witness in Iquitos.  Contact  Kelvin Krieger, Mission in the World
Coordinator at the ELCIC national office in Winnipeg  by phone 204-984-9164 or email vim@elcic.ca.

May God keep our hearts and minds in divine love and peace.

Katharine

PS.  Canadian Learning Television filmed Sara’s Circle (the alpaca knitters) and I for a portion of a program
on CHUM-TV.  I don’t know yet the date when it will be televised.
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The deadline for the July Messenger is Friday, June 23. Please send
your submissions to the office at: hopeluth@nanaimo.ark.com

Phone: (250)758-1232.


